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NEWSLETTER 
Autumn 2010 

 

Chairman’s Message 
Don’t tell the trees we are in a recession – they continue to grow, so too does the Donegal Woodland 
Owners Society Limited (DWOSL). Membership is increasing, as is the list of services we provide 
(see page 3). The Society’s machinery pool, forest software and data collection equipment is growing 
in order to meet our demands. Felling, harvesting and marketing of our timber is ongoing, as is the 
hands-on training of our forestry workers/owners. 
Some 2010 membership renewals are due in (see enclosed invoice).  Also please take a few minutes 
to fill out the questionnaire and check that your contact details are in order. A stamped addressed 
envelope is enclosed for your convenience.    
Also enclosed is a DWOSL member’s sticker.  Please put it on your vehicle as it is a good form of 
advertising for the group also it lets the public know that Donegal forest owners are active in their 
locality.  Earlier this year some counties experienced very damaging and extensive forest fires, 
Donegal with the 2nd highest forest cover, thankfully didn’t suffer so badly. You are the eyes and the 
ears of the Society.   
In early 2011 DWOSL intends to roll out a very ambitious programme of work which will include field 
days, forest management lectures, forest data collection, forest protection, processing, adding value, 
marketing and capturing the non timber value of our woodlands for the woodland owner (see page 3).  
Challenging times ahead - let’s benchmark our productivity now. 
 

John Jackson, DWOSL Chairman      

     
       

Fast Track Farm Forestry:  (from left) 
Pat ‘the Cope’ Gallagher MEP; 
Minister of State for Forestry, Sean 
Connick; Charlie Doherty DWOSL; 
Forest Service Inspector Martin 
Regan; Raymond Treacy DWOSL and 
DWOSL chairman John Jackson 
discuss the options for further forest 
sector growth, employment and added 
value. Farm forestry is a productive 
growth sector which can double in 
size. 

 

P.O. Box 10, Donegal Town, Co. Donegal, Ireland 
ADMIN �  tel. 086 0410809 ��e-mail: admin.dwogsl@gmail.com 
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The 2009 DWOSL Inventory Project  
Part-funded by LEADER / Donegal Local Development C ompany Limited   

 

‘This project empowered forest owners, using a bottom-up, hands-on, practical 
on site field-work approach based on detailed methodology, to establish quality 
and quantity of growing timber from their own forests.’  
 
Private small-scale forest owners of the Donegal Woodland Owners Society Ltd. 
have committed themselves to promote and facilitate an ongoing stand-level 
resource inventory of their timber which is approaching thinning or harvesting 
stage.  

Conducting regular inventories allows the forest owner to back up newly 
developed thinning practices with figures, thus showing management methods 
which make the most profit and/or are the safest investment depending on the 
owners’ objective.  

The DWOSL aimed at motivating and empowering their members to establish when and how a stand-level inventory is 
beneficial to private forest management and to enable them to assess the quantity and quality of their own timber in an 
open classroom setting – the forest. This was done with the intention that the private forest owner will be enabled to make 
future management decisions based on facts and figures - the outcome of an inventory.  

Furthermore due to the assessed data being compiled in a database and a GIS (Geographical Information System), 
spatial analysis could identify future forest stands that are within an economical viable range to each other and of similar 
characteristics (such as age and yield class). Hence they could be clustered and managed as one unit. This helps to 
realise for example thinning/harvesting and adding-value operations in a more efficient and cost effective way. 

The project consisted of three parts: 

·  Identifying the needs for and purchasing up-to-date  
inventory and thinning equipment, to enable the for est 
owner to add value to their timber so that a first thinning can 
be done on a viable basis. 

·  Identifying suitable woodlands for a stand-level in ventory 
prior to first thinning, assessing them in a hands- on 
approach together with the forest owner and interes ted 
members and compiling the assessed data in a privat e 
forest owner friendly report. 

·  Empowering private woodland owners in open-classroo m 
sessions to understand why an inventory is benefici al for 
sustainable forest management and how it is done 

The DWOSL employed a registered forester to identify suitable stands 
of farm forests that are close to thinning stage, to compile a detailed 
assessment and provide the forest owner with the results so as best 

future management decisions can be made. In parallel with this, forest owners were given hands-on training by the 
forester, on how and why forest inventory is beneficial to their forest management.  

Also, modern software was purchased by the Society to compile and store the forest data and maps. Tree height and 
diameter measuring tools, chainsaws and safety equipment was also purchased. Our machinery pool was further 
enlarged with a debarker, post saw and pointer.   

A detailed inventory was carried out in over 550 acres of farm forests with a further 575 acres of farm forestry visited and 
assessed but not included as they were deemed, as yet, too young. 

Brash paths were installed, maps compiled, sites visited, forest owners trained, growing stock assessed and reports 
published. Meetings were held for training, followed by in-forest practical application of the practices and procedures of 
forest inventory. Demonstrations on machinery use, added value and marketing of farm forestry timber were given and 
finally a detailed presentation of the overall results, conclusions and the next step forward by the Society.   

Much has been learnt by this project which will be of great value to Donegal Woodland Owners in the future.  Our Society 
is gaining vital strength by utilising this additional software, machinery and knowledge. 

The entire project was successfully realised by DWOSL with the assistance of Donegal Local Development Company 
Limited and the generous no interest loans from DWOSL committee members which raised € 31,000 upfront to pre-fund 
this € 42,000 project. All loans have been repaid. 
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The 2011 DWOSL Leader Project  
Donegal Woodland Owners Society Ltd. (DWOSL) has submitted a very detailed extensive project proposal to Leader. If 
this project is approved for part funding, finance has to be raised and spent on the project before any grant aid is paid.  

To date DWOSL has successfully completed two such projects, one in 2007, our initial Start Up Project, part funded by 
the Forest Service and the 2009 DWOSL Forest Inventory Project, which was also successfully completed and part 
funded by Donegal Local Development Company. 

The 2011 DWOSL Leader Project is designed to empower the forest owners with the knowledge and hands on 
experience in the core areas of forest management. The project will cover Forest Management, Harvesting, Fire 
Protection, Adding Value, Processing, Marketing and Developing the Non Timber Values from private forests. 

The training element includes lectures, site visits, data collection and demo days. 

Forest management software and various forest machinery will be purchased also.  

This 2011 DWOSL Leader Project has to be pre-funded by DWOSL, (similar to the 2009 DWOSL Inventory Project) in 
that funding has to be raised first, then correctly spent, before any grant aid is paid,. In 2009 the committee of DWOSL 
raised the money among themselves on an interest free loan basis. All the money was returned to the committee 
members once the project was successfully completed.  

The DWOSL committee recognises the many benefits to forest owners and our Society from such projects. 

If you, as a member of DWOSL, are interested in providing interest free working capital for this project, please tick the box 
on the enclosed questionnaire. 

Regards  

John J Jackson Chairman DWOSL     ‘This is our business, it is up to us to grow it. ’            
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SERVICE  CHARGE (MEMBERS)* 
(NON-
MEMBERS)* 

Forest Inventory  <6 ha: € 250; 6-10 ha: + € 20/ha; > 10ha: +€10/ha 

+ 25 % 

Brash Paths € 0.33 /meter depending on site conditions 

Consultancy € 20 /hour for field visits; free on phone 

Management Plan € 300  
Felling License General € 100; Limited – on request-   

Grant Application - on request - 

Thinning packages - on request - € 5-10 /m3 paid standing (depend on site & system) 
 

Machinery hire   
-with insured&trained operator only- 
 

Firewood processor (up to d=36 cm)  
Timber Trailer and Grab (12 ton)  
Bilkie processor (up to d=23 cm) 
Log winch  
Post peeler  
Log splitter  
Ivor Williams tipping trailer (excl. tractor/operator) 

€ 40/h 
€ 40/h 
€ 30/h 
€ 30/h 
€ 30/h 
€ 30/h 
€ 50/day 

+ 25 % 

Above quote incl. Operator & tractor. Large jobs qu oted on request.  

Firewood 
- delivery on request – 
- cut to costumer specifications- 

Seasoned Hardwood bag (approx.10 kg) 
Seasoned Softwood bag (approx.10 kg) 
Trailer load (3 x 1.6 x 1 metre) 4.8 dumped volume 
available: 

€ 3 
€ 2.50 
€ 280 softwood 
€ 340 hardwood 

Unseasoned hard & softwood available at reduced rat e.  
Larger timber quantities cut to costumer size & quo ted on request.  

        *(all prices are net of VAT)  

If you wish to avail any of the following services please contact ADMIN DWOSL on 086 0410809  
or our Professional FORESTER Meike Siebel on 087 98 28223. 

 

WEBSITE:   www.donegalwoodlandowners.com  
Have you visited our website yet? You can order firewood, avail of forestry services and read our 

recent articles. Have a browse and let us know what you think - you can send comments and 
suggestions by filling out the Contact page online. 
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Thinning Experiences 
Thomas Becht, committee member  
 
Based on DWOSL Forest Inventory we selected two different sites and approached the owners with a proposal to thin. 

My brief: 

·  Set up the harvesting team 
·  Oversee harvesting operation 
·  Monitor time and costs (budgeting) 
·  Present results to committee. 

Market Conditions to meet: 

·  Current market price for a lorry load of 30 m� is approx. € 1000 or 
€ 33 per m��(cubic meter). 

·  Member should be offered a minimum of € 5 per m� standing. 
·  Therefore, the maximum allowable cost per m� for harvesting 

= € 28 (€ 28 + € 5 = € 33 per m�). 

SITE 1: 

Very good site conditions, very high yield class, c entral Donegal, 
second (selective) thinning. 

This forest of approx. 5 hectares is 20 years old. Out of the 5 hectares, 
2 hectares got a light first (line) thinning approx. 5 years ago. It is not 
known how many m� of timber was removed during the first thinning 
but the general view is that it was a very light thinning. While the forest 
inventory shows data from the 5 hectares, it is important to note, that 
only the 2 hectares got the second thinning. 

The 2 hectares are subdivided into two plots, each of approx.1 
hectare. The site is levelled, mostly dry and a rural council road is 
adjoining. Stocking, plant health and quality is generally very good. 
There are very few patches with a lower stocking rate. The plantation 
is situated in an average exposed to exposed location with good, dry 
soil conditions. Therefore the wind throw risk is graded as average.  

The Forest Inventory shows the following data: 

 
CAI = Current Annual Increment 

Agreement between the Forest Owner and DWOSL: 

·  The Forester (Meike Siebel) of DWOSL will select and mark (colour spray) the appropriate trees to be removed. 
·  The Forest owner keeps the ownership of the harvested timber. 
·  DWOSL acts as a harvesting contractor and charges guaranteed not more than € 20 per m� harvested. 
·  Method of felling: motor manual, 2 chainsaw operators working parallel but with a minimum distance of two times the 

tree length. 
·  Method of extraction: compact 4WD-Tractor attached 3 ton forestry winch with 60 meter cable length.  
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RESULTS: MONEY      

 total: m�: m�: m�: m�: m�: 
  Euro 90 100 110 120 130 

fell €720.00 €8.00 €7.20 €6.55 €6.00 €5.54 
extract €260.00 €2.89 €2.60 €2.36 €2.17 €2.00 
machinery extract €574.00 €6.38 €5.74 €5.22 €4.78 €4.42 
transport personnel €131.60 €1.46 €1.32 €1.20 €1.10 €1.01 
Total : €1,685.60 €18.73 €16.86 €15.32 €14.05 €12.97 
       

 TIME in hours     
 total: m�: m�: m�: m�: m�: 
   90 100 110 120 130 

fell 96.00 1.07 0.96 0.87 0.80 0.74 
extract 104.00 1.16 1.04 0.95 0.87 0.80 
machinery extract 52.00 0.58 0.52 0.47 0.43 0.40 
transport personnel 21.00 0.23 0.21 0.19 0.18 0.16 

Total : 273.00 3.03 2.73 2.48 2.28 2.10 
 
Harvesting costs are below the set maximum cost of € 28 per m³. 
Assuming the thinning yields 100 m³, the cost of harvesting will be € 16.86. 
At a sales price of  € 33.00 per m³ 
Minus harvesting cost of  € 16.86 per m³  
Margin   =  € 16.14 per m³ 

Reason for this result: 

·  high yield class = big trees, approx. 5 trees = 1 m³  
·  short extraction distance to road site, maximum 60 meter = winch cable length 
·  levelled site 
·  hardy ground 
·  short travelling distance for personnel 

 

SITE 2:  
Medium site conditions, medium yield class, north D onegal, first (line) thinning.  
This forest of approx 6 hectares is 19 years old and was not thinned before. The site is sloped, and mostly dry with 
approx. 1 hectares of wetish ground with reduced growth rate. This part was excluded from the thinning. 
Stocking, plant health and quality is generally good.  
The plantation is situated in an exposed location; therefore the wind throw risk is graded as medium to high. The length of 
the extraction rows varies between 50 meter and 220 meter, with only 60 meter cable length on the winch some of the 
timber has to be handled up to three times. A small river is intersecting the plantation and DWOSL will have to pipe a 6 
meter stretch of the river to be able to reach part of the plantation. An earth bank had to be removed to get access to 
some of the extraction rows. 

The Forest Inventory shows the following data: 
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Agreement between the Forest Owner and DWOSL:  
·  Line thinning, every 7th row of trees to be removed. 
·  DWOSL buys the standing timber from the forest owner and takes charge and risks for felling and extracting the 

timber.  
·  The forest owner gets a guaranteed minimum price of € 6 per m³ harvested. 
·  DWSOL will retain a minimum of € 6 per m³ as margin. 
·  Any extra (on top) margin achieved through a road site sale will be shared (50:50) between Forest owner and 

DWOSL. 
·  Method of felling: motor manual, 2 chainsaw operators working parallel but with a minimum distance of two times the 

tree length. 
·  Method of extraction: compact 4WD-Tractor attached 3 ton forestry winch with 60 meter cable length. 
·  DWOSL will have to provide an excavator to make access to some of the extraction rows. 

RESULTS: MONEY      
S U M : total: m³: m³: m³: m³: m³: 
  money 100 130 150 170 190 

fell €2,376.00 €23.76 €18.28 €15.84 €13.98 €12.51 
extract €918.00 €9.18 €7.06 €6.12 €5.40 €4.83 
machinery extraction €690.00 €6.90 €5.31 €4.60 €4.06 €3.63 
trnsp. machines €220.00 €2.20 €1.69 €1.47 €1.29 €1.16 
trnsp. personnel €926.00 €9.26 €7.12 €6.17 €5.45 €4.87 
Total  : €5,130.00 €51.30 €39.46 €34.20 €30.18 €27.00 

 

 TIME in hours      
S U M : total: m³: m³: m³: m³: m³: 
   100 130 150 170 190 

fell 288 2.88 2.22 1.92 1.69 1.52 
extract 258 2.58 1.98 1.72 1.52 1.36 
machinery extraction 130 1.30 1.00 0.87 0.76 0.68 
trnsp. machines 4 0.04 0.03 0.03 0.02 0.02 
trnsp. personnel 117 1.17 0.90 0.78 0.69 0.62 

Total  : 797 7.97 6.13 5.31 4.69 4.19 
 
Assuming the thinning yields190 m³, the cost of harvesting will be € 27.00. Only, if 190 m³ in total are harvested (= € 27 
per m³), the harvesting cost is below the maximum harvesting cost of € 28 (€ 33 sales price at road site) per m³. 
At a sales price of  € 33.00 per m³ 
Minus harvesting cost of  € 27.00 per m³ 
Margin  =  € 6.00 per m³ 

If there is less than 190 m³ harvested, the harvesting cost per m³ will be higher then the set maximum of € 28 per m³ and 
therefore the margin will be less than € 6 per m³. In that case it is not recommended to sell the timber at road site for € 33 
per m³. The timber will have to be further processed into either firewood or cross-cut into stake wood lengths to achieve a 
higher price (adding value). At the moment, Stake wood attracts a price of up to € 42 per m³.  
 
Reason for this result: 

·  medium yield class = smaller trees, approx. 10 trees = 1 m³ long extraction distance to road site, up to 3 x cable 
length of 60 meter 

·  sloped site 
·  softer ground 
·  long travelling distance for personnel 

 

Summary: 

·  General :  
- No site is the same, comparison is difficult,  
- No guarantee for profit without adding value, 
- Labour cost is critical factor, 
- Motor manual felling and winch extraction is limited to small sites,  
- Small scale harvester & forwarder not available, only one harvesting contractor quoted € 35/ m³, 
- Do we have to make profit on a first thinning? 
- Increased volume with the second thinning can justify a small loss or a break even situation in the first thinning. 
 



 �
��������	
�����
���������������������� �

�
� �

·  Money:    
- Harvesting cost easy site:  € 16/ m³ (see excel tables) 
- Harvesting cost not so easy site: € 27/ m³ (see excel tables) 

 

·  Time:      
- Harvesting time easy site:  2.73 hours/ m³ (see excel tables) 
- Harvesting time not so easy site: 4.19 hours/ m³ (see excel tables) 

 

 

BUT MOST IMPORTANTLY STAY SAFE!!!   

Sudden Oak Death - Phytophthora ramorum on Japanese Larch 
based on Forest Service and UK Forestry Commission Information on Phytophthora ramorum: 

www.forestry.gov.uk/pramorum 
www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice/foresthealthandseeds/phytophthoraramorumsymptomsonjapaneselarch/ 
The disease caused by the pathogen Phytophthora ramorum a fungus like organism, 
can damage and kill plants and trees it infects. Phytophthora ramorum is a new 
species of Phytophthora. It was first identified in California in 2000 and then later in 
Oregon, USA: in both these states it causes a highly damaging tree disease known as 
Sudden Oak Death. The same Phytophthora has also been found to cause a new 
disease of Rhododendrons and Viburnums , which was first reported in Europe from 
the Netherlands and Germany. Subsequently, infected examples of Fagus sylvatica 
(beech), Castanea sativa (sweet chestnut), Q. cerris (Turkey oak), Q. ilex (holm oak) 

and a single Aesculus hippocastaneum (horse chestnut) have been found in southeast England. Details of these host 
plants can be found at www.suddenoakdeath.org. Other tree species cannot be excluded as possible hosts here. 

In forest surveys carried-out by the Forest Service since 2003, Phytophthora ramorum has been detected on 
Rhododendron in 8 forestry locations at the end of July 2010. The Forest Service detected from surveys the first findings 
of Phytophthora ramorum on Japanese larch tree, which was showing extensive dieback from the crown and down the 
stem. Subsequently another location with Japanese larch which is dying back due to the presence of Phytophthora 
ramorum has been identified. In addition there are three confirmed findings in Japanese larch forests in Northern Ireland.  

How did these trees become infected? Experience from the USA suggests infection can spread from rain, mist & air 
currents. The transport of infected plant material and contaminated soil on machinery and boots of forest workers and 
users is recognized as significant means of spread of infection. Current evidence is that the disease can spread rapidly 
and can have a rapid impact on Japanese larch. 

Please observe the following hygiene measures, to h elp avoid any potential further spread of the disea se: 

·  Footwear:  Wash off all soil & plant debris from boots. Spray your boots with disinfectant and dispose of any 
used water onto an area where the water will not run into a watercourse.  

·  Clothing: Check all clothing, including inside pockets and hoods, for any plant material. If clothes are wet, remove 
and wash thoroughly before wearing again. 

Disease symptoms caused by P. ramorum can vary markedly depending on the host. On some trees the infection is a 
lethal stem canker, but on other hosts only foliage and shoots are affected. 

Symptoms at a forest landscape level:   

·  Dead and dying partially flushed trees in groups or scattered throughout 
the stand may give the canopy an abnormal grey/brown colour (note trees 
in mid-line of picture) 

·  Affected trees may show needle wilt, branch and shoot dieback or 
abnormal shoot growth 
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Symptoms at stand level 

·  Partial or whole crown discolouration, (reddish brown or grey brown depending on 
level and stage of infection) 

·  Crown partially flushed (in needle) or not at all 
·  Crown dieback 
·  Excessive external resin bleeding in upper crown areas  

Individual trees 

·  Wilt and dieback of fresh needles with blackening of needles. 
·  Shoot dieback from tip back along shoot. 
·  Resin bleeding on branches and trunk 
·  Excessive side shoots/epicormic growth and heavy cone production 

A ground survey is currently underway with staff from the Department's Forestry 
Inspectorate and Coillte foresters. Infected trees are being felled in accordance with 
the appropriate hygiene protocols. An aerial survey is also being conducted. 

It is now approaching the period where larch will change colour naturally and will lose 
its needles and soon it will be extremely difficult to distinguish unhealthy larch from 
healthy larch. Woodland owners, managers and the public are asked to report 
suspicious symptoms, with photographs if possible to:  

Forest Protection Section, Forest Service, Department of Agriculture Fisheries & Food 
3 West Agriculture House, Kildare Street, Dublin 2; (01) 607 265.  
Or by email to: forestprotection@agriculture.gov.ie 

Your report will be followed-up by a Forestry Inspe ctor.  
Please do not take samples from suspect trees. 

Forest Certification for Beginners 
Ralph Sheppard, Ecologist and DWOSL Member 

Well, we’re all beginners really. Certification is a very complex idea, and just as complex to put into practice, which is why 
DWOS and similar groupings will have to carry the weight of the application and implementation for the small private 
growers. So why bother? I’ll come to that later, but let’s start at the beginning. 

Forest Stewardship Council emerged in response to global de-forestation, particularly in the Amazon rainforest.  If a 
logging operation, or any forest or timber-related enterprise, could be authoritatively declared sustainable, it would enable 
the markets to make an ethical choice between products that can be purchased with a clear conscience, and those that 
can’t. The idea took off, and now all around the world, markets are being closed to producers who do not offer some proof 
that their operations are sustainable in environmental, social and economic terms – and opened up to those do. 

Now that Coillte has been certified as sustainable, and that eventually the FSC stamp is likely to become the first thing 
that local authorities and other big timber-users in Ireland will look for, private growers will find it difficult to compete 
unless they too can sport the FSC logo (there are now competing certification processes in Britain and Europe which may 
be easier on the producers than FSC, but FSC is still the one preferred by the markets, and the only one operating in 
Ireland, so I will refer only to it from now on). 

How does it work?    

FSC has laid down 10 basic Principles, relating to: 

1 Compliance with laws and FSC Principles 
2 Tenure and use rights and responsibilities 
3 Indigenous peoples' rights 
4 Community relations and worker's rights 
5 Benefits from the forest 
6 Environmental impact 
7 Management plan 
8 Monitoring and assessment 
9 Maintenance of high conservation value forests 
10 Plantations 
 

Within those, there are 56 Criteria. For example, under Principle 5, Criterion 5.5 is: 

Forest management operations shall recognize, maintain, and, where appropriate, enhance the value of forest services 
and resources such as watersheds and fisheries.         note:  most of my quotations (in italics) are shortened 
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And the final one is 10.9   

Plantations established in areas converted from natural forests after November 1994 normally shall not qualify for 
certification. Certification may be allowed in circumstances where sufficient evidence is submitted to the certification body 
that the manager/owner is not responsible directly or indirectly of such conversion. 

But every country has different issues to address, so national bodies have been set up to represent environmental, social 
and economic interests, and devise standards appropriate to each country.  So for example, our “FSC National Standard 
Initiative in Ireland” has dropped the principle about Indigenous People’s Rights, and declared that local communities’ 
interests are adequately covered under Principles 2, 4 and 9.  But the NSI’s main role is to devise “Indicators” – rules 
which follow from the Principles and Criteria set down internationally by FSC. An example taken at random:   

Principle 6   Environmental Impact…. 
Criterion 6.5  Control Erosion, minimize damage during harvesting, road construction…..and protect water courses. 
Indicator 6.5.1 The latest Forest Service suite of guidelines and COFORD Forest Roads Manual shall be adhered to at 

all times. 

What are the main issues for us? 

1) Management plans, record keeping, ecological surveys, monitoring, training of workers, communication etc. are 
all so demanding as to be almost impossible for a small woodland owner to comply with. This is where DWOSL comes in.  
Many of the demands can be standardized for all plantations in a group, and e.g. training requirements can be handled 
more efficiently, and much more cost-effectively, by the larger group. DWOSL has also argued that the Forest Service 
should carry a lot of the burden by supplying, free, much of the necessary documentation that the owner is required by 
FSC to provide. 

2) Criterion 6.3 Ecological functions and values shall be maintained intact….including forest regeneration and 
succession……   This measure has huge long-term implications for Irish forestry.  It boils down to converting our 
plantations to “Continuous Cover” or “Near-to-nature” forestry methods.  This already applies throughout mainland 
Europe, but they had the advantage of developing their operations through tweaking already mature, productive natural 
forests.  In most cases, we’ve had to start with even-aged plantations on “green-field” sites.  Conversion will take time and 
will not be easy, but there are huge benefits for those who do it. 

a) Continuous cover means that trees are nursed throughout their lives, and should survive longer to give 
much greater product options. 

b) The warm, moist micro-climate within a forest will enhance, and just as important, maintain steady growth 
rates while trees are still maturing. 

c) Re-stocking is not usually required, as trees regenerate naturally.  These are then thinned to produce the 
best stems.  Natural regeneration is not only cheaper, but is more effective in raising tree standards. 

d) Removing trees in small groups or individually and not re-planting, means that soils continue to mature 
over generations, which will benefit tree growth and increase the range of species that can be grown. 

e) Removing small numbers of trees each year means a balanced economy – say goodbye to 35 years of 
depending on grants, and one year of real income.  If grants do in the end dry up, this would be the only 
way forestry could remain viable – and only if we start the transition in advance, while the grants are still 
here. 

f) Monoculture of one species will change to several species (although single-species stands can still be 
managed by continuous cover methods).  This reduces vulnerability to pests and diseases, and widens 
the market opportunities. 

g) The wider benefits, which FSC is insisting on anyway, such as enhancing biodiversity, water purity, 
recreational values etc. are much greater than in a typical even-aged Sitka Spruce plantation. 

You can find out more about FSC at www.fsc.org/about-fsc.html   
or about the National Standard Initiative in Ireland at www.irishforestcertification.com  
and at www.irishforestcertification.com/fsc-ireland/index. html  
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Money grows on trees 
Member of the DWOSL 

We are a major player in the Green Economy . This home grown industry can double in size, 
creating employment, generating wealth, as well as protecting our environment.  
It’s a shame that the Forestry budget has again been cut but sure it must be ok, as we are continuing 
to pour our borrowed money into black holes.  If only we could know where these black holes are, 
then we could plant trees in them, as we all know ………. 

Money grows on trees. 
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October 21 st at Camphill Community, Ballytobin, Callan, Co. Kil kenny  

see Teagasc Forestry webpage for further details: 
www.teagasc.ie/forestry/events/producer_group_conference_kilkenny.asp 
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Sat, 30 th October 2010, 2 pm - Farm Forest of John Coyle, Ki llycreen, Ramelton 

Forest Talk on Selective Thinning of a 20-year old conifer woodland, detailing cost, procedures, forest 
management and tourism from the contractor and forest owners’ perspective. Further information will be given 
at the day about the successful 2009 and proposed 2011 DWOSL LEADER Project. 

The way is signposted on the day from the main Letterkenny/Ramelton Road. 
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